
ACPA

 
ASSOCIATE CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANT

THE UNIFIED GLOBAL PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATE DESIGNATION FOR
PRACTITIONERS  OF  TAXATION,  FINANCIAL  ACCOUNTING,  AUDITING, 
MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTING  AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY.

          International Institute of 
Certified Professional Accountants

January 2019

www.iicpa.ch

®

®

®

The New Accreditation for America's Enrolled Agents

®



 

International Institute of 
Certified Professional Accountants ® 

 

 

ACPA®  
Associate Certified Professional Accountant® 
 

The new Accreditation for America’s Enrolled Agents 

 

January 2019  
 
As an EA you are eligible to apply for the lifetime designation and qualification of ACPA®, 
Associate Certified Professional Accountant® trademarked by the USPTO, the United States 
Patent & Trademark Office, and internationally for the European Union by the UN’s WIPO, 
the World Intellectual Property Office. 
 
The ACPA® is the IICPA’s associate qualification for practicing EAs without further 
examination awarded for life without annual renewals, and without annual dues. 
 
The Institute does not require annual continuing professional education reporting. The 
Institute believes that Enrolled Agents fulfill the requirements by keeping pace and 
complying with laws and regulations, practices and events, equal to or exceeding CPE course 
work. Moreover, the IRS has its own requirements to keep EA-enrollments current. 
 
 

The ACPA® can be a stepping stone for the Institute’s ICPA®, the International Certified 
Professional Accountant® designation, which requires an undergraduate college or university 
business degree or higher, and passing of the ICPA-examination.  
 

ICPA designation holders are the elite of CEOs and CFOs of major global entities and 
international accounting professionals (see www.iicpa.ch  “appointments”).  
 
The IICPA www.iicpa.com  was founded in 2003 as a professional forum for international 
practicing CPAs and university professors, incorporated in Delaware 2008, and established in 
2016 as a Swiss Association/Verein with an address in Zurich and a global service center in 
Thailand.  
 

I am enclosing your application form with directions of how to proceed.. 
 
With all best wishes, 

 
 Michael Schemmann 

PhD (Calif.), CPA (State of Washington), ICPA (IICPA) 
 Associate Professor of Accounting & Finance emeritus 

Managing Director 

 
International Institute of Certified Public Accountants, Delaware Corporation No. 4506272, and Verein  

IICPA Verein, Max-Högger-Strasse 6, CH-8048 Zurich,  Switzerland  – www.iicpa.ch – secretary@iicpa.com 
IICPA Global Service Center, PO Box 9, Thailand 30150   

http://www.iicpa.ch/
http://www.iicpa.com/
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ACPA® Associate Certified Professional Accountant ® 

Application Form for IRS - Enrolled Agents 
All fields are mandatory  —  Updated 2018-12-12 

 
(1)  Fill-in this form and email it to us at secretary [at] iicpa.com as a scanned attachment along with the (2) 
admission or wall certificate(s) of the college/university degrees and professional accounting institute/association(s) 
on which the applicant relies, and (3) a recent C.V. (curriculum vitae / resume – optional).   (PLEASE PRINT IN 
CAPITAL LETTERS.)  
 
Full name (first name, middle name, family name) as will be shown on the certificate issued by IICPA:  
    
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
   
Name of professional business entity, if any: _________________________________________________ 
 
Date of birth: _____________________   Citizenship _____________________________________ 
  
Email addresses: _______________________________________________________________________  
  
Telephone (country code - and number)  ____________________________________________________ 
 
Postal address: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
   
Education: 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name(s) and location of schools(s), college(s) / university(ies), year(s) awarded 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Professional designation(s): 
 
EA Enrolled Agent No. ________________________ admitted to practice before the IRS since ______ (year). 
 
Solemn Affirmation and Consent:  
 

 I attest that the information provided herein is true and correct.  
 I agree that the information provided by me may be audited by the Institute and, if found to be false and 

misleading, may result in revocation without recourse of my credentials and certificate awarded/issued by the 
Institute.  

 I further agree to abide by the decisions of the Institute at its sole discretion without recourse as to the 
disposition of my application(s). 

 Code of Professional Conduct: I further attest that I have read the Institute's Code of Professional Conduct H 
(as adopted from the International Institute of Certified Public Accountants Incorporated in the State of 
Delaware) and, if awarded the Institute’s credentials, I agree to abide by, and to comply with, the said Code of 
Professional Conduct mutatis mutandis. I agree that the Code of Professional Conduct may be amended by the 
Institute from time to time.  

 I further agree that professional misconduct may result in revocation of my credentials and cancellation of the 
certificate awarded/issued by the Institute.  

 I consent to the publication, electronic or otherwise, of a list by the Institute of its credentialed and certified 
persons and their country of work or residence or citizenship including myself; but without my physical/postal or 
email addresses unless specifically requested or authorized by me. 

 One-time prepaid fee for the lifetime ACPA(® Associate Certified Professional Accountant(® award, 
certificate and license: I accept that the Institute's one-time non-refundable prepaid fee for the life-time award, 
license and certificate amounts to US $1,450, which will be billed to and paid by me upon approval of this 
application, and before the issuance and delivery to me of the lifetime award(s), license(s) and certificate(s). 

 
 
Place and date: ______________________________ ___________________________________________  

Applicant’s signature  



 

 

The wealth of nations depends on systems. The early development 
of an accounting system dates back to ancient Mesopotamia and is 
closely related to developments in writing, counting and money.  
There is also evidence for early forms of bookkeeping in Iran, and 
early auditing systems by the ancient Egyptians and Babylonians. 
By the time of the Emperor Augustus, the Roman government had 
access to detailed financial information. Double entry bookkeeping 
developed in medieval Europe with the publication of Luca 
Pacioli’s (1494) textbook, Particularis de computis et scripturis. 
Financial accounting diversified into management accounting with 
the development of joint-stock companies in the 1800s, “forward-
looking” into the future and “value-creating”.  

 

The modern accounting profession in England began by mergers of five accounting associations to form 
the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales (ICAEW) in 1880; in the United States by 
forming the American Association of Public Accountants in 1887 (today AICPA); in Germany by forming 
the Verband Berliner Bücherrevisoren in 1896, etc. (today Institut der Wirtschaftsprüfer – IdW).  
 

The position of enrolled agent is as old as that of CPA and was created as a reaction to fraudulent war 
loss claims in the wake of the Civil War with roots tracing back to the Enabling Act of 1884, or General 
Deficiency Appropriation Bill (H.R. 2735), also known as the Horse Act of 1884. Congress endowed 
enrolled agents with the power of advocacy to prepare claims against the government. When the Revenue 
Act of 1913 was passed, the scope of the enrolled agent was expanded to include claims for monetary relief 
for citizens whose taxes had become inequitable. As income, estate, gift and other sources of tax 
collections became more complex, the role of the enrolled agent increased. As a result of this complexity, 
audits became more prevalent and the enrolled agent role evolved into taxpayer representation, 
promulgating a series of statutes which were combined into a single Treasury Department Circular in 
February 19, 1921, known as Circular 230, to address "the laws and regulations governing the recognition 
of agents, attorneys, and other persons representing claimants before the Treasury Department and offices 
thereof."  
 
While the demand for accountants is still strong today, a good half of the majority of currently 1,397,700 
accountants and auditors employed in the United States (Bureau of Labor Statistics 2016) might well 
become unemployed in the future, based on digitalization including blockchain, along with many other 
disciplines currently taught in higher education.  
 
Legal Form. IICPA International Institute of Professional Accountants® is an association (Verein) 
organized under the Civil Code of the Swiss Confederation with a business address in the City of Zurich 
under the direction of a Board of Management (Vorstand) elected by its founding members, the 
International Institute of Certified Public Accountants founded in 2003 and incorporated in the State of 
Delaware in 2008 (www.iicpa.com), and Michael Schemmann, PhD., CPA (State of Washington), ICPA 
(IICPA). The IICPA Verein is open to membership by recognized international accounting bodies and 
invites international schools of business to academic membership.  
 

 
 

Image left: The Swiss Alps (Fiege Logistics Switzerland).       Right: Fantasy Film, Game and Comic Festival 2016 in Basel. 
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